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“Blessed is the one...like a tree planted by streams of water, which yields its fruit in season and whose leaf does not wither. Whatever he 
does prospers.” Psalm 1:3 

Last month’s Cherry Tree highlighted the “BE” 
ATTITUDES of a Love First Leader.  These Love First 
attitudes are helping Cherry Grove Church leaders to bear 
fruit in the life of the church. 
 
BEHAVIOR is the area we look at today and how 
renewal of the church is, in part, about loving self and 
loving one another inside the church.  For individuals 
who make up our Congregation, loving self is key to 
renewal and growth.  We can ask ourselves, “How can I 
fill other people’s cups if I am not filling my own first?” 
 
How, then, can the Congregation take ownership of and 
routinely act upon our vision statement to “…be known as 

a family of faith….?”  Each person can live out the Five 
Areas of Ministry (Worship, Fellowship, Discipleship, 
Ministry and Missions) and spiritual disciplines (prayer, 
Bible study, fasting, meditation…) by routinely 
implementing realistic and uncomplicated behaviors. 
 
Below are six suggested Love-Self Behaviors for the 
Congregation.  You’ll see posters around the church and 
on page 4 reflecting these behaviors. 
 
 Worship regularly  
 Serve in a ministry  
 Participate in a growth group  
Exhibit a positive attitude at/about Cherry Grove Church 
 Give generously of resources 
 Spend time daily with God 
 
How might this look for someone in our congregation? 
 
Sally starts the day with her Upper Room devotional, 
scripture reading and time in prayer.  Sometimes she has 
to postpone that personal time with God, like when her 
kids are sick.  She participates in worship each Sunday, 
barring illness or travel.  Sally has already volunteered to 

help plan and organize Vacation Bible School next 
summer, and she attends her Bible study as often as her 
busy family life schedule will allow.  Because Sally loves 
her church and the people in it, she’s able to turn 
negatives into positives with her loving outlook.  She is 
working toward a tithe, but she also gives all she can to 
Missions projects such as school supplies and canned 
food drives. 
  
Mark is the kind of guy we all miss when he’s not there 
on Sunday – a rare occasion, but noticeable!  Mark is an 
usher, which gives him the opportunity to brighten 
people’s day as they enter the sanctuary.  Even his love of 
people won’t get him to lead a Bible study, but he always 
participates in one.  Mark, a retired contractor, is the first 
one in line to fix, build or repair things around his church.  
He and his wife keep a prayer journal where they write 
their thoughts and prayers out on paper to God. They 
share what's on their mind - problems, dreams, questions, 
etc.  This connection to God also strengthens their 
relationship with each other.  
 
Cathy attends church every week, though many don’t 
know she’s even there.  She slips in and out without a 
sound.  Though she’s a quiet soul, the generous meals she 
fixes for Interfaith Hospitality Network and church 
members recovering from a loss, illness or surgery, are 
delicious and healing.  Cathy is learning so much about a 
life in Christ as she listens during the Encore! 
discussions.  Maybe someday she’ll share her thoughts 
with the group, but for now she’s comfortable just sharing 
daily with God in prayer.   
 
Sally, Mark and Cathy are intentionally developing Love-
Self Behaviors so they can continue to grow in Christ.   
 
What’s your story?   

Love-Self Behaviors 
 

“Dear friends, let us love one another, for love comes from God.  Everyone who loves has been born of God 

and knows God.” – I  John 4:7 
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Cherry Grove United Methodist Church  
Statements of Direction 

adopted by Administrative Council, October 2005 
 

Our Focus (the source) 
Glory to Jesus Christ—- 2 Corinthians 5:14-15 

 

Our Purpose (the reason) 
Carry the Message of God’s Love— - 2 Corinthians 4:5-7 

 

Our Mission (the energy) 
Reaching People and Making Disciples—- Matthew 28:18-20 
 

Our Vision (the movement) 
The Cherry Grove United Methodist Church will be 
known as a family of faith that values believers and 

seekers of all ages and in all stages of Christian growth. 
We will help people build, strengthen, and share their 

personal relationship with Jesus Christ through 
energizing worship and music, missions, ministry and 
educational opportunities, fellowship, and community 

involvement. 
 

Slogan drawn from Vision Statement 
“Building, Strengthening, Sharing” 

 
May these God-inspired statements be a source of inspiration and direction  

and provide clear decision-making criteria for Cherry Grove Church. 

Worship Team 
If you are unable to serve as listed, please secure a substitute and notify the office (474-1428) 

Date Liturgist Ushers (*Head Usher) Greeters Children’s Church 

9/6 
Clark Van Scyoc 

Mike & Janet Brown Janet Brown & Betty Finzer 

9/13 Marilyn Justice Amy Clausen & Emmy King 

9/20 
Debbie Desgrange 

TBD Janet Carter & Becky Nagy 

9/27 Ray & Susie Porter Lori Malpass & Jeanne Clausen 

*Homer & Gail Matheny 
Ed & Anne Kuhn  

I wish to thank everyone for the cards, prayers, and words of 
encouragement following my mother's unexpected death. I 
know she was welcomed home into the arms of her dear 
Lord. 
   Becky Becker 

Dear Friends, 

May God bless you for the kindnesses you showed Shirley 
and our family during her illness. Your cards were always 
read with appreciation. Your prayers made a significant 
impact, especially on the last two Sundays of her life. On 
August 9 you prayed passionately while she was 
hospitalized. When I visited her, she told me she 
experienced a warmth and calmness embrace her at about 
the same time you prayed. On the last Sunday, she was 
experiencing pain in the morning. I was with her and noted 
that suddenly she became calm. I looked at my watch and 
the time was about 10:15 a.m. which, I believe, was the time 
you once again prayed for her. Thank you for your passion.   

I know that Shirley is now with God. We will miss her, but 
we are comforted by the love we have received from you. 

May God extend to each of you His love, joy and peace. 

   Russ Gilmore and Family 

Shirley Gilmore, 
our friend, sister 
in Christ and long-
time member of 
Cherry Grove 
UMC,  went to be with the Lord on Tuesday, August 
18, 2009 following a valiant battle with cancer.  The 
family of God at CGUMC offers to Russ and the family 
our love, support and sympathies during this time.   

Words  o f  ThanksWords  o f  ThanksWords  o f  ThanksWords  o f  Thanks     



September 2009 

THIS IN JUST UNDER 

THE WIRE 
http://

ministryinadigitalculture.blo

gspot.com/  
Jim Eller is also doing a blog to 
follow the Holy Land Pilgrimage.  
And, if you go to his “My Blog 
List” there are links to other 
Pilgrims’ blogs, including Scott 
Miller’s (above). 

3 Cherry Grove UMC 

An invitation to all the ladies of the 
church... 
You are invited to attend the first meeting 
of the Gertrude Laing Circle for the fall 

season.  Plan to start off the season on Tuesday, 
September 8th at 7:30pm in the Church Parlor.  Bring a 
friend to enjoy the evening! 

United Methodist Women 

Fun, fellowship and good food for all women is 
held at various local restaurants.  Reserve your 
place by signing up in the narthex, or email 
bjfinzer@aol.com by the preceding Sunday. 

This Month: PF Chang’s 
 September 17, 2009 
 

Next LNO will be November 19th 

Choir Rehearsals 
Resume 
 

Summer is coming 
to a close and that 
means the Chancel 
Choir will resume 
rehearsals.  All 

singers are invited to be a part of the 
choir.  Join us for rehearsals on 
Wednesdays beginning September 2, 
7:30 p.m. in Fellowship Hall. 

Pastor Kurt is in Israel thru September 10th 
You can follow Pastor Kurt on his  
Holy Land Pilgrimage by visiting  

http://www.rscottmiller1.blogspot.com   
 
Scott Miller, an associate pastor at Milford First UMC, is 
one of the 20 people participating in the Holy Land 
Pilgrimage with Pastor Kurt from August 27-September 10, 
2009.  Scott will attempt to share brief thoughts and photos 
as time allows.   
 
Let’s remember Pastor Kurt (and Annie and the children!) in 
our prayers while he is on this journey.  His day-to-day 
schedule is listed on page 4.   Holy Land Orientation Retreat, Bergamo Center in Dayton, OH, August 2009 

Committee Meetings 
Finance—Monday, 9/14, 7pm, Rm. 102 
Trustees—Tuesday, 9/15, 7pm, Rm. 102 
 
Other Happenings! 
Parable Puppets— Mondays starting 9/14, 7pm, Sanctuary 
Choir Rehearsal—Wednesdays beginning 9/2, 7:30pm, 

Fellowship Hall 
 
Rooms in use  
Thursday, 9/24, 6-10pm, Stamp Club, Rm. 102 
 
See also the monthly calendar on back cover  
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Mah Na Mah Na 
Created and performed 
by Annie & Calvin King 
 
Church Potluck 
Created and performed 
by Gregg, Cindi & 
Jonathan Dietrich 
 
The Caterpillar and 
the Butterfly 
Created by the 
Mathenys and the 
Nagys, performed by 
Marlo & Dru Matheny 

The recent puppet workshop was a fun and creative 
experience!  Over the course of three evenings, each 
group contemplated an ordinary household article to find 
and then create its “inner puppet” personality.  They 
wrote original skits and performed them for the audience.  
Thanks to Family Life, Children’s Ministries, and Parable 
Puppets for sponsoring this awesome fellowship event!  
Look for another puppet workshop to be held this 
winter—don’t miss it! 
 

Watch for these skits to be shared during  
Worship services in September! 

Pastor Kurt’s Holy Land Pilgrimage 
August 27 – September 10 

 
 
8/27  LV Dayton 2:26 pm; AR Washington D.C. 4:00 pm 
 LV DC 5:40 pm; AR Frankfurt, Germany 7:30 am 
 
8/28  LV Frankfurt 10:00 am; AR Tel Aviv 2:50 pm 
 Drive to Scots Hotel in Galilee and settle in. 
 
8/29 Cliff of Arbel, and drive to Capernaum  
 
8/30 Mount of Beatitudes, Tabgha (traditional site of 

the loaves and fishes), Chapel of the Primacy of 
Peter  

 
8/31  Sea of Galilee Boat ride across to En Gev and visit 

Kursi (traditional site of where Jesus healed the 
demonic and cast the demons into the swine. 

 
9/1 Drive through Galilee to Zipori and Nazareth.  

Return to see Mt. Tabor (traditional Mount of 
Transfiguration) 

 
9/2 Drive to Caesarea Philippi and the foothills of 

Mount Hermon.  
 
9/3 No scheduled excursion. A day to rest and reflect. 
 
9/4 Transfer from Galilee to Jerusalem.  Along the 

way stop at Megiddo (Armageddon) and Caesarea 
Maritima.  Stay at the Notre Dame Jerusalem 
Center (The permanent exhibit site of the Shroud 
of Turin.)  

 
9/5 Explore Jerusalem. Panoramic view of the Old City 

from the Mount of Olives. Travel by foot to the 
Garden of Gethsemane, Church of Saint Anne, Via 
Dolorosa and the Church of the Holy Sepulcher. 

 
9/6 Explore Jerusalem. Garden Tomb, Church of Saint 

Peter in Gallicantu, Mt. Zion, and Wailing Wall. 
 
9/7 Excursion to Bethlehem. 
 
9/8 Full day excursion to the Dead Sea (including 

Masada, Qumran and Jericho). 
 
9/9 Day of Reflection and rest  
 
9/10 LV Tel Aviv 5:00 am; AR Frankfurt 8:30 am 
 LV Frankfurt 10:35 am; AR Chicago 12:30 pm 
 LV Chicago 4:03 pm; AR Dayton 6:07 pm 
 Arrive home in Cincinnati, OH by 9:00 pm 
 
See page 3 for more information about following  

Pastor Kurt on his Holy Land Pilgrimage. 
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Winner  
1st Annual CG Picnic 

Golf  Challenge! 

Cornhole 
Tournament 

Finals 

1st Place Cornhole 2nd Place Cornhole 

Winners received Kroger gift cards.  
Many thanks to Leo Honebrink  

for providing tournament trophies! 
HAHA!   

I’m a 
Winner! 

These are a few who tried to get any of 12 wiffle golf balls into the netThese are a few who tried to get any of 12 wiffle golf balls into the net——look at that form!  look at that form!  
But only oneBut only one——Bob DesgrangeBob Desgrange——succeeded after a playoff against runner up Steve Stuntz. succeeded after a playoff against runner up Steve Stuntz.   

The Cherry Grove UMC Annual Picnic was 
held August 23rd at Veteran’s Park.  The 

weather was cool and dry—perfect for all the 
activities that were planned for us by 

Fellowship/Family Life Coordinators Homer and 
Gail Matheny.  Recipes were being exchanged 
as, once again, delicious food was prepared by 

the women—and men—of CGUMC! 



1428 Eight Mile Rd   Cincinnati  OH  45255  •  513-474-1428  •  
cgumc@fuse.net  •  www.cherrygrove-umc.com 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
  1 

 
 

2 

 
Choir Rehearsal 
resumes, 7:30 pm, 
Fellowship Hall 

3 4 5 

6  F’ship 9:30, Worship 10 

am, Encore! 11 am 

 

7 LABOR DAY 
Office Closed 

8 Guitar 4-9 pm, Rm. 105  
 

Gertrude Laing Circle 
Mtg., 7:30 pm, Parlor 

9 

 
Choir Reh, 7:30 pm, 
Fellowship Hall 

10 Guitar 4-9 pm, Rm. 105 
 
Office Closed for ORV 
District Meeting 

11 Guitar 4-9 pm, Rm. 105 12 

13  F’ship 9:30, Worship 10 

am, Encore! 11 am 

Communion 

 

Fall Kickoff 
Celebration Service 

14 Guitar 4-9 pm, Rm. 105 
 
Finance Mtg., 7pm, 
Rm. 102 
 
Parable Puppet Reh, 
7pm, Sanctuary 

15 Guitar 4-9 pm, Rm. 105 
 
Trustees Mtg., 7pm, 
Rm. 102 
 

16 

 
Choir Reh, 7:30 pm, 
Fellowship Hall 

17 Guitar 4-9 pm, Rm. 105 
 
Ladies Night Out, PF 
Chang, 6 pm 
 

18 Guitar 4-9 pm, Rm. 105 19 

20  F’ship 9:30, Worship 10 

am, Encore! 11 am 

 

21 Guitar 4-9 pm, Rm. 105 
 
Newsletter Deadline 
 
Parable Puppet Reh, 
7pm, Sanctuary 

22 Guitar 4-9 pm, Rm. 105 23 

 
Choir Reh, 7:30 pm, 
Fellowship Hall 

24 Guitar 4-9 pm, Rm. 105 
 
Rm. 102 in use, 6-10 
pm 

25 Guitar 4-9 pm, Rm. 105 26 

27  F’ship 9:30, Worship 10 

am, Encore! 11 am 

4th Sunday Offering 

Blood Pressure Sunday 

 

28 Guitar 4-9 pm, Rm. 105 
 
 
 
Parable Puppet Reh, 
7pm, Sanctuary 

29 Guitar 4-9 pm, Rm. 105 30 

 
Choir Reh, 7:30 pm, 
Fellowship Hall 
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