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THE CHERRY TREETHE CHERRY TREETHE CHERRY TREETHE CHERRY TREE    

“Blessed is the one...like a tree planted by streams of water, which yields its fruit in season and whose leaf does not wither. Whatever he 
does prospers.” Psalm 1:3 

How does a person know you are a follower of Jesus 
Christ?  Is it the things you BUY or BY your actions? 
 
We live a world today where the latest gadget brings the 
most attention.  People ooh and ah over these fancy 
things.  The buyer receives all the praise and the 
bystander lustfully gazes on the shiny new chrome toy. 
 
I believe the Christian community we call the Church has 
bought into the idea that if you BUY THIS the people will 

come.  Buy the latest 
outreach gimmick.  Buy the 
most recent software for 
your video presentation.  
Buy the voices you need to 
top off the tank in your 
music program.  Buy a 
shiny new multi-purpose 
family center and the 
families will flock to your 
doors. 

 
Jesus gave us a new command, Love one another and BY 
THIS all will know you are my disciples.  If we love one 
another as a healthy community of believers, then people, 
the community around us, will be drawn to God’s holy 
mystery of love within us.  Christianity is not trying 
harder to love others within our own ability. Christianity 
is trusting in Jesus’ love as we love others.  If the 
“outsiders” see that we are consistently unloving toward 
one another, how are they going to believe that a stranger 
will be welcomed and loved? 
 
And I hear your question as I write this, “But, Pastor 
Kurt, we love one another.  How can you say we are 
unloving?” I am not talking about the absence of love.  I 

(Continued on page 4) 

By This or Buy This? 
 
“A NEW command I give you: Love one another.  AS I 
have loved you, so you must love one another.  BY THIS 
all will know that you are my disciples, if you love one 
another.” – John 13:34-35 (NIV) 

“Cultivating Fruitfulness” 
35 Days of Prayer and Practice for the 
Cherry Grove United Methodist Church 

Thursday, October 15—Wednesday, November 18 
 
 
Coming up this Fall, the congregation will join together 
for a time of prayer, conversation and 
practice around the book, 
“Cultivating Fruitfulness.”   The 
book’s theme lifts up the five healthy 
habits for a congregation, and gives 
the reader some valuable insight on 
how to live out these five practices in 
the context of a fruitful congregation.  
The five fruitful practices are:  
 

Radical Hospitality 
Passionate Worship 
Intentional Faith Development 
Risk-Taking Mission and Service 
Extravagant Generosity 

 
We, as a congregation, will be studying them together, 
sharing in conversation, discussing them in our Encore! 
groups, and listening to them as part of  Pastor Kurt’s 
Sunday morning messages.   
 
Why are we offering multiple layers of opportunity and 
communication?  Mutually shared information is 
transformational.  A congregation reading, praying, 
discussing and reflecting the same material creates a 
common bond and a clear message. 
 
Here an example:  Have you been in a conversation like 
the following? 
  
Jim: Did you watch the game last night?  
Ted: Which game?   
Jim: The big game, the game of the season!  
Ted: No. I watched a news special. Did you hear about 
 H1N1 flu virus?  
Jim: No 

(Continued on page 4) 

 
“It’s Gethsemane tear-

filled love. It’s passionate 
Calvary love. It’s 

crucifixion suffering love. 
It’s resurrection love.   
That’s the difference!” 
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Cherry Grove United Methodist Church  
Statements of Direction 

adopted by Administrative Council, October 2005 
 

Our Focus (the source) 
Glory to Jesus Christ—- 2 Corinthians 5:14-15 

 

Our Purpose (the reason) 
Carry the Message of God’s Love— - 2 Corinthians 4:5-7 

 

Our Mission (the energy) 
Reaching People and Making Disciples—- Matthew 28:18-20 
 

Our Vision (the movement) 
The Cherry Grove United Methodist Church will be 
known as a family of faith that values believers and 

seekers of all ages and in all stages of Christian growth. 
We will help people build, strengthen, and share their 

personal relationship with Jesus Christ through 
energizing worship and music, missions, ministry and 
educational opportunities, fellowship, and community 

involvement. 
 

Slogan drawn from Vision Statement 
“Building, Strengthening, Sharing” 

 
May these God-inspired statements be a source of inspiration and direction  

and provide clear decision-making criteria for Cherry Grove Church. 

Worship Team 
If you are unable to serve as listed, please secure a substitute and notify the office (474-1428) 

Date Liturgist Ushers (*Head Usher) Greeters Children’s Church 

10/4 
Eileen Simpson 

Edith Chatfield Cindi & Gregg Dietrich 

10/11 Bill & Glenna Cluxton Glenna Cluxton & Janet Brown 

10/18 
Dan Nagy 

Paul & Mary Fritinger Lori Malpass & Emmy King 

10/25 Joyce Vaught Janet Carter & Becky Nagy 

*Donna Scharp, Betty Finzer, 
Sue Merritt, Debbie Desgrange 

On behalf of myself and my family, I would like to say 
thank you for the recognition and generous gift given to 
me for the time and effort spent on the restoration of the 
house.  I also want to thank everyone who helped make 
this project a success, those who helped on workdays and 
those who gave of their time during the week to get this 
project completed.  I am very proud of the way the 
Administrative Board, Finance Committee and the 
Church Treasurer worked with the Trustees to overcome 
the problems that are associated with a project of this 
size.  I would also like to thank Pastor Kurt, not only for 
his help on workdays and at other times, but for spiritual 
help and guidance when I needed it.  Finally thanks to the 
congregation for your patience, your understanding and 
support.  God bless you all. 
 
                                       In God’s Love, 
                                       Terry Cooper 

Words  o f  ThanksWords  o f  ThanksWords  o f  ThanksWords  o f  Thanks     

An updated church directory will be printed soon.  
Please notify the church office (474-1428, 
cgumc.secretary@fuse.net) if your name, address, 
phone or email has changed, or if your information 
has not been listed in our directory in the past. 
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Fall is just around the corner, and now is 
the time to focus on one of 
our Mission events— 
the Mitten Tree!  We 
will begin accepting 
children's warm hats, 
gloves or mittens which will be 
donated to the Wesley Child Care 
Center.  This event runs October 4-31.  
All donations will be appreciated.  Be 
on the watch for the Mitten Tree going up in the Narthex. 

CGUMC’s Health Ministries Chair, 
Donna Honebrink says that with the flu 
season soon upon us, you may want to 
take some extra precautions in arming 
yourself against the H1N1 flu or any 
other virus.  If you are concerned about this, please know 
that during our Time of Fellowship it would be very 
appropriate to talk to each other without shaking hands or 
hugging.  The same is true if you are greeting or being 
greeted at the door.  We have supplied alcohol-based 
hand rub in the narthex for anyone wishing to use this.  

Facts concerning the H1N1 influenza 
 
Prevention: 

• Cover your nose and mouth with a tissue when coughing or 
sneezing.  Throw the tissue away after use.  If you do not 
have a tissue, use the bend of your elbow. 

• Wash your hands often with soap and water.  If soap and 
water not available, use an alcohol-based hand rub. 

 
How is it spread? 

• through coughing and sneezing 
• through touching something infected such as a person's 

hands, an infected surface or object (the virus can live on 
surfaces 2-8 hours after exposure) 

 
What are the symptoms? 

• fever and chills 
• sore throat 
• runny or stuffy nose 
• body aches 
• severe fatigue 
• headache 
• some people report vomiting and diarrhea 

 
What if you get the flu? 

• get plenty of rest 
• drink lots of fluids; water, juice, non-caffeine tea 
• use over the counter pain reliever and fever reducer; 

acetaminophen (Tylenol), or ibuprofen (Advil), or  aspirin 
for  adults 

  
Seek emergency care if you have any of these warning signs: 

    In Adults 
• difficulty breathing or shortness of breath 
• pain or pressure in chest or abdomen 
• bloody or colored sputum 
• confusion 
• severe or persistent vomiting 
•  flu-like symptoms improve, then return with fever and 

worsened cough 
    In Children 

• fast breathing or trouble breathing 
• blue or gray skin color 
• difficulty waking up 
• little or no desire to play or interact 
• fever with rash 
• flu symptoms get better, then worsen 

SANITARY PRECAUTIONS DURING 

COMMUNION 
Due to the H1N1 virus we are adopting a 
new procedure.  The Pastor and communion 
servers will cleanse their hands first before 
serving communion, and the ushers will 
offer hand sanitizer to the congregation as 
they come forward.  Ushers and Children’s 

Church teachers are asked to make sure the children have 
clean hands before receiving communion. 

October 4th 
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feel your love.  I believe the key is not a matter of how 
much “we” love one another it is more to do with the 

source of the love.  “AS I have 
loved you, so you must love one 
another.”  We’re tempted to love at 
least as much as Pastor Kurt.  
However, Jesus commands us to 
love as He loved us.  It’s 
Gethsemane tear-filled love.  It’s 
passionate Calvary love.  It’s 

crucifixion suffering love.  It’s resurrection love.  That’s 
the difference! 
 
People who walk our sidewalks, attend our schools, visit 
our malls, drive our roads, sit in our restaurants know 
what it feels like to be loved in a human way.  However, 
these very same people who BUY stuff to feel loved are 
really looking for something that will make a difference – 
a healthy community of believers who live by the oath, 
“BY THIS all will know that you are my disciples, if you 
love one another.” 
 
Jesus commands us to “Love one another.” 
Jesus tenderly says, “As I love you, so you love one 
another.” 
Jesus simply says, “By this all will know you are my 
disciples, if you love one another.” 
 
If the congregation of Cherry Grove United Methodist 
Church lives “BY THIS,” we will transform ourselves, 
our community and our world – for God’s glory! 
 
Peace, 
Pastor Kurt 

(Continued from page 1 - By This or Buy This?) 
 

By This By This By This By This     
or or or or     

Buy This?Buy This?Buy This?Buy This? 

If Ted and Jim had watched the same programs their 
conversation would have sounded more like: 
  
Jim: Did you watch the big game last night? 
Ted: Wasn't it great? Did you see the play when ...  

   Or 
 Ted: Last night, did you see the special report on 
 H1N1? 
Jim: Yes, I could not believe it when . . . 
  
We have many conversations 
with friends from Cherry Grove.  
They will take place almost 
anywhere; at a mall, restaurant, 
game, and church.   Meaningful 
conversations take place when 
people share together in a 
mutually common topic.  It 
allows individuals to go deeper, 
and create a greater impact on 
the individual, congregation and 
community. 
  
Here’s our invitation for you to participate: 

1. Purchase the book, “Cultivating Fruitfulness" for 
$5.00. 

2. Read the two page devotional for 35 days 
beginning Thursday, October 15th through 
Wednesday, November 18th. 

3. Participate each Wednesday evening  in our Soup 
& Study in the Fellowship Hall from 6:15 -7:15 
p.m. beginning October 21st for group discussion. 
(Each week we will discuss one of the fruitful 
habits.) 

4. Attend worship each Sunday morning to hear 
Pastor Kurt’s message on the particular fruitful 
topic for the week. 

5. Stay after worship to apply God’s word in an 
Encore! group. 

  
By the way ... 
 
Did you hear that the book "Cultivating Fruitfulness" is 
being used in nearly all 120 plus churches of our 
District?  Yes ____  No ____ 
 
Did you hear that Pastor Kurt is inviting you to help him 
develop the message on each week's topics?   
Yes ____  No ____ 
  
Want to know more?   Visit our website at 
www.cherrygrove-umc.com 

(Continued from page 1 - Cultivating Fruitfulness) 
 

Committee Meetings 
Finance—Monday, 10/12, 7pm, Rm. 102 
Administrative Board—Monday, 10/19, 7pm, Rm. 102 
Worship Committee—Tuesday, 10/27, 7:30pm, F’ship Hall 
 
Other Happenings! 
Parable Puppets— Mondays, 7pm, Sanctuary 
Choir Rehearsal—Wednesdays, 7:30pm, Fellowship Hall 
 
Rooms in use  
First & Third Mondays—Cub Scouts, Rm. 102, 7-8pm 
Friday, 10/23, 6-8:00pm, F’ship Hall, Rehearsal Dinner 
Saturday, 10/24, 5:30-7:30pm, F’ship Hall, Wedding Reception 
Thursday, 10/29, 6-10pm, Stamp Club, Rm. 102 
 
See also the monthly calendar on back cover  
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A representative from A Caring Place, a 
local pregnancy help center, will be the 
guest speaker at our Circle meeting on 
October 13th at 7:30 p.m.   

 
We will also be planning our Cookie Walk for 
December 12th and the Direct Sales and Craft 
Festival to be held on November 7th in the 
Fellowship Hall.   
 
For information to participate in the festival as a 
vendor or crafter, see article below or contact 
Debbie Desgrange (528-1794, s1375r@yahoo.com).   

United Methodist Women 

    

UMW Direct Sales & Crafts FestivalUMW Direct Sales & Crafts FestivalUMW Direct Sales & Crafts FestivalUMW Direct Sales & Crafts Festival    
 
Do you or someone you know have a direct sales 
business?  If you would like to participate in the First 
Annual Gertrude Laing Circle Direct Sales & Crafts 
Festival on Saturday, November 7, 2009 please 
complete the registration form and submit it with 
payment.  Get your reservation early as we can only 
accept one representative per company.  
 
The registration form is available at: 
www.cherrygrove-umc.com/
glc_festival_090709.doc 
Payment with registration reserves a spot.  Please 
share this form with anyone you think may be 
interested.  We have limited spaces available. 

October 12 

The new group, IMPACT, is in 
full swing.  Ed Bridgeman even 
thought of an acronym for our 
group: IMagine the Power of 
Acting with Christ Today.  It 
seems fitting. 
 
IMPACT held a kick-off party at the Estep's home in 
August and a church workday in September.  Our next 
outing will be nothing but fun.  We will be going to the 
Clermont Inn dinner theater in Batavia to see the play 
"Antiques Roadkill" and be served a full course meal. The 
play will begin at 7:00 pm on Saturday, November 7th.  If 
you would like to join us, please let Ed or Anne Kuhn 
know so we can increase the number of reservations 
(kuhna@fuse.net or 248-9146). 

5 Cherry Grove UMC 
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With the recent “passing-on-to-glory” of Dorothea 
Maddux, we want to remember her as a Christian church 
pioneer (over 80 years membership), a missions 
supporter, family mentor, and an advocate for education. 
 
She was born Dorothea Belt Vickroy on September 4, 
1914 in Bethel, OH.  With her father’s work as a ship 
builder, repairman, and painter, their family moved to Mt. 
Washington, then in the 8th grade moved to Nagel Road.  
She was the first graduate of Anderson High School (first 
located where the Steinmart Store is on Beechmont 
Avenue.)  She helped choose the school colors, motto, 
class ring design and graduated with a 3.9 
G.P.A. 
 
Dorothea wanted to be a nurse and 
attended the University of Cincinnati.  She 
also wanted to travel and combined her 
nursing skills and be an airline stewardess.  
The airlines needed to have nursing help 
when passengers became ill.  When the 
Depression hit during the 1930’s, 
Dorothea’s family needed financial help.  
She got a responsible job working for the 
Shillito’s Clothing Co. in Cincinnati for 5 
years.  Her lesson in economics was “you 
can’t buy something if you don’t have the 
money.” 
 
Another great influence on her life was meeting and 
marrying Russell Maddux.  Russell was a member of the 
Clough E.U.B. Church where sermons were spoken in 
German.  Russell’s grandparents came from Germany.  
The Youth groups of the Cherry Grove E.U.B. and 
Clough E.U.B. had social gatherings often.  A favorite 
activity of the girls was to prepare a picnic basket and 
have the boys bid on their basket.  Russell bid on 
Dorothea’s basket and a relationship blossomed. 
 
Custom was that if a boy wanted to court a girl, he had to 
move his membership to the girlfriend’s church.  After 
four years of courtship, Russell and Dorothea were wed in 
the Cherry Grove E.U.B. church - a ceremony spoken in 
both English and German. 
 
Russell Maddux being 5 years older had completed his 
Law Degree at N. Kentucky’s Chase School of Law.  He 
served as an Attorney and C.P.A. of an Oil Refinery, then 
for 30 years at Bethlehem Steel, retiring in 1970.  At 75 

years of age, he was still engaged with his family -- 
daughter, Janice, a nurse and Jim, a businessman, and his 
sister-in-law, Violet.  Janice’s daughter, Crystal 
McMillin, husband Leon, with son Zach are active 
members of our Cherry Grove U.Methodist Church.  
Crystal and Leon have been educators for many years!  
Crystal and Leon were great caretakers of Dorothea for 
years.  
 
Russell had taught Sunday School to our youth for 30 
years.  When the class grew so large, the girls were 
separated into another class taught by Dorothea.  Marilyn 

Taylor Justice was one of her students.  
They both were active in the construction 
and financial support of the newly 
renamed Cherry Grove United Methodist 
Church on Eight Mile Rd.  They 
purchased both the pew in which they 
faithfully worshipped and the large oak 
cross that sits atop the altar.  The cross 
was expensive, but they felt it was a 
sacrifice and a testimony to their faith in 
Christ! 
 
Another of our outstanding contributions 
can be seen in our Narthex.  She 
commissioned several art works 
depicting key buildings and points of 
interest vital to the early life and culture 

within Anderson Township! 
 
The legacy they sought to pass on to their family is 
appropriate to our lives today.  Some of Dorothea’s 
expressions are as follows: 

1) Our generation should support the church and its 
missions. 

2) We need to live as example for Christian living in 
word and deed. 

3) Answer the question “What have I done to help 
someone else today?” 

4) Make the church the center of your personal and 
family life. 

 
Paul’s letter to Galations reflects the Maddux’s faith 
where “If we live in the Spirit, let us walk in the Spirit.  
Bear one another’s burdens, and so fulfill the law of 
Christ.  Let him who is taught the word share in all good 
things with him who sows to the Spirit will reap 
everlasting life.” 

A Celebration of Dorothea and Russell Maddux 

by Clark Van Scyoc 

The Cherry Tree 6 
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THE CARPENTER'S GLASSES 
 
My mother's father worked as a carpenter. On this particular 
day, he was building some crates for the clothes his church 
was sending to orphanages in China. On his way home, he 
reached into his shirt pocket to find his glasses, but they 
were gone. When he mentally replayed his earlier actions, he 
realized what had happened; the glasses had slipped out of 
his pocket unnoticed and fallen into one of the crates, which 
he had nailed shut. His 
brand new glasses were 
heading for China! 
 
The Great Depression was 
at its height and Grandpa 
had six children. He had 
spent $20 for those glasses 
that very morning. He was 
upset by the thought of 
having to buy another pair. It's not fair, he told God as he 
drove home in frustration. I've been very faithful in giving of 
my time and money to your work, and now this. 
 
Months later, the director of the orphanage was on furlough 
in the United States. He wanted to visit all the churches that 
supported him in China, so he came to speak one Sunday at 
my grandfather's small church in Chicago. The missionary 
began by thanking the people for their faithfulness in 
supporting him. 
 
But most of all, he said, I must thank you for the glasses you 
sent last. You see, the Communists had just swept through 
the orphanage, destroying everything, including my glasses. 
 
 I was desperate. Even if I had the money, there was simply 
no way of replacing those glasses. Along with not being able 
to see well, I experienced headaches every day, so my 
coworkers and I were much in prayer about this. Then your 
crates arrived. When my staff removed the covers, they 
found a pair of glasses lying on top. 
 
The missionary paused long enough to let his words sink in. 
Then, still gripped with the wonder of it all, he continued: 
Folks, when I tried on the glasses, it was as though they had 
been custom made just for me! I want to thank you for being 
a part of that. 
 
The people listened, happy for the miraculous glasses. But 
the missionary surely must have confused their church with 
another, they thought. There were no glasses on their list of 
items to be sent overseas. But sitting quietly in the back, 
with tears streaming down his face, an ordinary carpenter 
realized the Master Carpenter had used him in an 
extraordinary way. 
 
There are times we want to blame God instead of thanking 
him! Perhaps we ought to try to thank Him more often.  May 
GOD bless you.  Look for the perfect mistakes.  

  Bishop Ough Visits the District 
 

     Together We Can  
 

Invited Guests:  
Bishop Bruce R. Ough  

Ohio River Valley District Leadership  
West Ohio Conference Leadership  

You, the people of the Ohio River Valley District 
 

At This Event…  
both clergy and lay persons will have a chance to be 
heard, ask questions, and receive information about 

the ministries our faithful stewardship supports.... and 
how that stewardship is making our churches stronger.  

 
Thursday, October 22, 2009, 6:30pm    

 
Refreshments and resource tables available  

 
Sharonville UMC 

3751 Creek Road  Cincinnati, Ohio 
 

Reservations requested at www.westohioumc.org   
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
    1 Guitar 4-9 pm, Rm. 105 

 

 

2 Guitar 4-9 pm, Rm. 105 
 

3 

4  F’ship 9:30, Worship 10 

am, Encore! 11 am 

World Communion 

 
Mitten Tree begins 

5 Guitar 4-9 pm, Rm. 105 
 
Parable Puppet Reh, 
7pm, Sanctuary 
 

Cub Scouts, Rm. 102, 
7-8pm 

6 Guitar 4-9 pm, Rm. 105 
 

7 

 
Choir Reh, 7:30 pm, 
Fellowship Hall 

8 Guitar 4-9 pm, Rm. 105 
 

9 Guitar 4-9 pm, Rm. 105 
 

10 

11  F’ship 9:30, Worship 10 

am, Encore! 11 am 

 

12 Guitar 4-9 pm, Rm. 105 
 
Parable Puppet Reh, 
7pm, Sanctuary 
 

Finance Mtg., 7pm, 
Rm. 102 

13 Guitar 4-9 pm, Rm. 105 
 

Gertrude Laing Circle 
Mtg., 7:30 pm, Parlor 

14 

 
Choir Reh, 7:30 pm, 
Fellowship Hall 

15 Guitar 4-9 pm, Rm. 105 
 
Cultivating 
Fruitfulness daily 
devotional readings 
begin 
 

16 Guitar 4-9 pm, Rm. 105 
 

17 

18  F’ship 9:30, Worship 10 

am, Encore! 11 am 

Laity Sunday 
 
 

19 Guitar 4-9 pm, Rm. 105 

Parable Puppet Reh, 
7pm, Sanctuary 

Administrative Board 
Mtg., 7pm, Rm. 102 

Cub Scouts, F’ship 
Hall, 7-8pm 

Newsletter Deadline 

20 Guitar 4-9 pm, Rm. 105 
 

21 

Cultivating 
Fruitfulness Soup & 
Study, Fellowship Hall, 
6:15-7:15pm 
 
Choir Reh, 7:30 pm, 
Fellowship Hall 

22 Guitar 4-9 pm, Rm. 105 
 

Bishop Ough at 
Sharonville UMC 

23 Guitar 4-9 pm, Rm. 105 
 

Girouard/Hammond 
Rehearsal Dinner, 
F’ship Hall, 6-8pm 

24 

 
Girouard/Hammond 
Wedding Reception,  
Fellowship Hall, 5:30-
7:30pm 

25  F’ship 9:30, Worship 10 

am, Encore! 11 am 

4th Sunday Offering 

Blood Pressure Sunday 

 

26 Guitar 4-9 pm, Rm. 105 
 
Parable Puppet Reh, 
7pm, Sanctuary 
 

27 Guitar 4-9 pm, Rm. 105 
 

Worship Committee 
Mtg., 7:30pm, 
Fellowship Hall 

28 

Cultivating 
Fruitfulness Soup & 
Study, Fellowship Hall, 
6:15-7:15pm  
 
Choir Reh, 7:30 pm, 
Fellowship Hall 

29 Guitar 4-9 pm, Rm. 105 
 
Rm. 102 in use, 6-10 pm 

30 Guitar 4-9 pm, Rm. 105 
 

31 

Mitten Tree ends 
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