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THE CHERRY TREETHE CHERRY TREETHE CHERRY TREETHE CHERRY TREE    

“Blessed is the one...like a tree planted by streams of water, which yields its fruit in season and whose leaf does not wither. Whatever he 
does prospers.” Psalm 1:3 

The manger – the meeting place of God and 
humanity!  Traditionally, the stable scene for us 
looks like a wooden structure with a place for a small 
wooden manger for the baby Jesus.  However, at the 
time of Jesus’ birth, the scene more closely looked 
like a small cave honed out of a rock cliff. 
 
When we say, “Let’s meet Him at 
the manger” you and I are not 
going to see what’s holding the 
baby. We want to see the baby!  
We want to meet the Divine Child 
up close and personal.  The manger 
was the means by which a holy 
God took the form of a man so that 
we might touch Him – talk to Him 
– hear His voice – see Him cry – 
and experience His great love for 
us.  He wants us to know Him.  
Jesus said, “…if you knew me, you 
would know my father also. (John 
8:19)  “…for I and my father are 
one.” (John 10:30) 
 
God, in the person of Jesus Christ, was born in that 
manger in Bethlehem, so that He might live among 
us as one of us.  And while He lived among us, He 
showed us God’s love and compassion and His 
infinite ability to meet our every need.  In His thirty-
three years on this earth, He never once turned His 
back on someone in need. 
 
Are you in need of something Christ can offer?  Or 
are you in a place where you can offer Christ to 
someone in need?  Maybe you are the very person to 
invite that someone to come to worship during the 
season of Advent so that he or she may meet Jesus at 
the manger? 

Meet Him at the Manger 

Now is the time to be thinking and praying for that 
one person to invite during the Christmas season. 
 
Maybe the person God has laid on your heart is like 
Joseph.  The person’s heart is broken and lonely 
trying to find a way out of the desperate situation.  
Maybe he or she is facing an impossible situation 

with no hope on the horizon.  
Whatever the need, Jesus knows 
those feelings and wants to help. 
 
Humanity needs one thing, and 
God provides – the Lamb of God.  
Jesus is God’s gift to us.  Jesus 
bridged the gap, filled the void 
and crossed the great divide for 
the sake of humanity. And God 
offers us this Savior in a manger 
to begin a relationship, offer the 
hand of forgiveness and stir the 
soul to glorify the Lord. 
 

The shepherds were afraid, but went anyway.  They 
ran through their fear, and saw a Savior in a manger, 
glorifying God as they went home. 
 
Jesus Christ was born in that manger in Bethlehem to 
be your Savior.  He came so that you might know 
Him personally.  As we celebrate His coming, Jesus 
invites you, right now, to – MEET HIM AT THE 
MANGER. 
 
Glory to God, 
 
Pastor Kurt 
 
 
Advent and Christmas Season Themes for “Meet Him at 
the Manger” are listed on page 5. 
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Cherry Grove United Methodist Church  
Statements of Direction 

adopted by Administrative Council, October 2005 
 

Our Focus (the source) 
Glory to Jesus Christ—- 2 Corinthians 5:14-15 

 

Our Purpose (the reason) 
Carry the Message of God’s Love— - 2 Corinthians 4:5-7 

 

Our Mission (the energy) 
Reaching People and Making Disciples—- Matthew 28:18-20 

 

Our Vision (the movement) 
The Cherry Grove United Methodist Church will be known as a 
family of faith that values believers and seekers of all ages and 
in all stages of Christian growth. We will help people build, 
strengthen, and share their personal relationship with Jesus 
Christ through energizing worship and music, missions, 
ministry and educational opportunities, fellowship, and 

community involvement. 
 

Slogan drawn from Vision Statement 
“Building, Strengthening, Sharing” 

 
May these God-inspired statements be a source of inspiration and direction  

and provide clear decision-making criteria for Cherry Grove Church. 

Worship Team 
If you are unable to serve as listed, please secure a substitute and notify the office (474-1428) 

Date Liturgist Ushers (*Head Usher) Greeters Children’s Church 

11/1 
Becky Becker 

*Wayne Kazee, Burl Hughes,  
Bill Merritt, Jack Wallin 

Mike & Janet Brown Janet Powell & Jim Shriver 

11/08 Gladys Preyer Debbie Desgrange & Donna 
Honebrink 

11/15 Clark & Miriam Van Scyoc Pam Bridgeman & Michele Estep 

11/22 Ed & Pam Bridgeman Gayle Cooper & Gail Matheny 

11/29 Gail Matheny Jeff & Barb Hall Janet Brown & Betty Finzer 

Jack Wallin  

An updated church directory will be printed soon.  Please 
notify the church office (474-1428, 
cgumc.secretary@fuse.net) if your name, address, phone or 
email has changed, or if your information has not been listed 
in our directory in the past. 

Homer Matheny...................homer.a.matheny@wellsfargo.com 
 
Please call the church office (474-1428) or send directory additions/
changes to cgumc.secretary@fuse.net. 

UpdateUpdateUpdateUpdate     

The church extends its 
sympathy to Marge 
Roberts on the death of her 
father, Joe Roberts on 
October 17, and her 
mother, Norma Roberts just 11 days later on October 28.  
Please remember Marge and her family in prayer during 
this time. 

Saturday 
night 

October 31st 
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Interested in finding out more about  
Cherry Grove UMC  

and the 
United Methodist Church? 

 

You are invited to join Pastor Kurt and 
Annie at the parsonage on Sunday 

evening, November 1st at 7:30 pm for 

 “Coffee with the Pastor”   

Contact Pastor Kurt (cgumc.pastor@fuse.net, or 
474-1428) for more information 

“When two of you get together on anything at all on 

earth and make a prayer of it, my Father in heaven 

goes into action. And when two or three of you are 

together because of me, you can be sure that I'll be 

there.”  Matthew 18:20 (The Message) 

All are invited to join Pastor Kurt 
in the Parlor each Sunday 

morning, 9:00-9:15 a.m., to pray 
for the worship service and other 
matters that are on the horizon  

at Cherry Grove Church.  

 
 Meet the Director 

 
Randy Manning, Cherry Grove’s new choir director, 
begins working with the choir effective January 1, 2010.   
 
There are two opportunities to Meet the Director in 
November: 
 
 Choir*—Wednesday, November 11, 7:15 p.m. 
 Congregation—Sunday, November 15, followed by a 

carry in dinner following Encore! (Details of dinner to 
follow in bulletin) 

 
*The choir is invited to attend the Cultivating Fruitfulness 
group for Soup & Study at 6:30; otherwise arrive between 
7:00-7:10.  Randy will be introduced promptly at 7:15. 

We Give Thanks for the Lives of These 
November 1, 2009 

 
In observance of All Saints Sunday we 
will remember by name those of the 
church family who have passed away 
since All Saints Sunday 2008.  We 
remember with gratitude what we have 
learned from them and are thankful that through their 
lives we have seen glimpses of God’s grace.  During a 
special time in the service candles will be lit in memory 
of: 
 
 Shirley Gilmore Clyde Powell  
 Don Kazee  Joe Roberts 
 Glenova Keister Norma Roberts 
 Dorothea Maddux   

Family members may pick up the candle after the service.  
We also acknowledge and give thanks for the lives and 
witnesses of individuals from beyond our congregation 
who moved onto the Church Triumphant in the past year.  
If there is a name that we may have missed please bring it 
to our attention; the church’s goal is to include everyone 
with the appropriate acknowledgement. 

Committee Meetings 
Trustees—Tuesday, 11/3, 7pm, Rm. 102 
Administrative Board—Monday, 11/9, 7pm, Rm. 102 
Finance—Monday, 11/16, 7pm, Rm. 102 
 
Other Happenings! 
Parable Puppets— Mondays, 7pm, Sanctuary 
Choir Rehearsal—Wednesdays, 7:30pm, Fellowship Hall 
 
Rooms in use  
First & Third Mondays—Cub Scouts, Rm. 102, 7-8pm 
Sunday, 11/1, 12:30-4pm—Fellowship Hall in use 
Monday evening, 11/2—Election setup 
Tuesday, 11/3—Elections in Fellowship Hall 
Saturday, 11/7—Terry’s Car Club, 6pm, Fellowship Hall 
Sunday, 11/8, 3-7pm—Fellowship Hall in use 
 
See also the monthly calendar on back cover  

The 2009  
Charge Conference  

will be held  
Saturday, November 21 

10:00 a.m. 
Salem Community Church 

6137 Salem Road 
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GOD’S STAINED GLASS WINDOW  Author Unknown 

  
Mother Nature is in her very best form 
With palette in hand on an October morn. 
 
One need not search very high or very low 
To find God’s painted stained glass window. 
 
For if you prayed in the out-of-doors 
In the mountains, the prairies, or out on the moors, 

 
The Autumn trees with their leaves so bold 
In colors of orange, crimson, yellow and gold, 
 
Would seem like a rose window in an outdoor church 
These leaves of oak, maple, sweet gum and birch. 
 
They are like stained glass in colors so bold 
And are priceless and cannot be bought or be sold. 
 
God is truly an artist, His canvas the Earth 
He paints as Mother Nature for all he is worth. 
 

~~~~~~~~~ 

Annual Women’s Annual Women’s Annual Women’s Annual Women’s     

Christmas PartyChristmas PartyChristmas PartyChristmas Party    
Tuesday, December 1, 6:30 pmTuesday, December 1, 6:30 pmTuesday, December 1, 6:30 pmTuesday, December 1, 6:30 pm    

Mapleleaf Condominium Clubhouse  
(off Hopper Hill Road) 

Please bring your favorite appetizer and a $5.00 
exchange gift.  Drinks and desserts will be furnished.  A 
small fee of $3.00/person (due when you sign up in the 
narthex) will offset the cost of clubhouse rental and 
prizes. Contact: Glenna Cluxton (474-1416). 

Christmas Poinsettias at a huge price reduction... 
will adorn the altar on Christmas Sunday, December 20th.  
Red, pink, white and marbled poinsettias from our new 
distributor Natorp’s can be purchased in honor or in 
memory of loved ones.  Natorp’s also offers great 
pricing—$6.00 each, a 47% decrease from last year!  All 
orders must be prepaid and are due by November 29th.  
Order forms are in the weekly bulletin, or contact the 
church office (513-474-1428, cgumc.secretary@fuse.net).   

Christmas Needs Tree Project 
The Mission Committee kicks off this long-held tradition, 
on Sunday, November 1.   

To review how the project 
works:  Christmas wish lists 
given to the Mission Committee 
by select area families are posted 
in the Narthex.  From these lists, 
you may choose items you 
would like to provide.   

 
When you sign by the item you choose, you will get the 
corresponding 3x5 card containing all the pertinent 
information and a sheet of instructions.  Please follow 
the instructions very carefully.  The gifts must be 
wrapped and returned to the church no later than Sunday, 
December 6.   
 
This project helps bring the true meaning of Christmas 
home to each of us.  God gave us the greatest gift of all 
when he gave us His Son, Jesus.  Let us extend that gift 
and our unconditional love to others in need.  If you have 
questions, please contact Ruth Stuntz (474-2768). 

Hanging of the Greens 
Sunday, November 22 

 
‘Tis the season to deck the halls 
of our church home for Advent 
and Christmas. Please mark your 
calendars and stay for the fun on 
November 22nd!  Watch for 
details in weekly bulletin. 
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Fun, fellowship and good food for all women is 
held at various local restaurants.  Reserve your 
place by signing up in the narthex, or email 
bjfinzer@aol.com by the preceding Sunday. 

This Month: Great Scot 

 November 19, 2009 
 

Next regular LNO will be February 18, 2010 

Stewardship Sunday 
November 22, 2009 

Faith Pledges will be placed on the altar  
during the Worship service. 

    

UMW Direct Sales & Crafts FestivalUMW Direct Sales & Crafts FestivalUMW Direct Sales & Crafts FestivalUMW Direct Sales & Crafts Festival    
 

Saturday, November 7, 2009  
10:00 a.m.—3:00 p.m. 

Fellowship Hall 
 
Vendors include: Avon 
Mary Kay Cosmetics Gold Canyon Candles  
Terry Trinkets (homemade jewelry) 
Tupperware 31 (fabric purses) 
Tastefully Simple Longaberger Baskets  
 
Grandma’s Attic will offer knick knacks, books, 
jewelry and household items.  
 
Light lunch items will be available for sale.  Invite 
your family, friends, & neighbors to stop buy and do 
some early Christmas shopping! 

  
Advent and Christmas Season Theme 

 

“Meet Him at the Manger” 
 
 

November 29, 2009 
1st Sunday in Advent 

Joseph at the Manger 
Matthew 1:18-21 

 
December 6, 2009 

2nd Sunday in Advent 
The Magi at the Manger 

Matthew 2:1-2 
 

December 13, 2009 
3rd Sunday in Advent 

The Shepherd at the Manager 
Luke 2:10-11 

 
December 20, 2009 

4th Sunday in Advent 
A Newcomer at the Manger 

Luke 2:25-28 
 

December 24, 2003 
Christmas Eve 

Meet Jesus at the Manger 
John 8:19 & John 10:30 

NEW LIFE FURNITURE  
New Life Furniture, an outreach program at Milford First 
UMC, is in need of gently used furniture.   
 
“We have seen an increase in the amount of families 
experiencing homelessness and in need of help. We at NLF try 
to provide furniture to help them get back on their feet in their 
new apartments,” says co-coordinator Holly Young.   
 
People are in need of couches, living room chairs, coffee tables, 
end tables, lamps, microwaves, clean beds, kitchen tables and 
chairs.   
 
Please check them out at www.Nlfurniture.org , or contact 
Holly 582-9053 or Tim 600-3286 for donation pickup.  

Happy!Happy!Happy!Happy!Happy!Happy!Happy!Happy!        
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
1  F’ship 9:30, Worship 10 am, 
Encore! 11 am Daylight Savings 
Time ends 
Communion; All Saints Sunday 
Needs Tree begins 
F’ship Hall in use, 12:30-
4:00pm 

Coffee with the Pastor, 7:30 
pm, Pastor Kurt’s home 

2 Guitar 4-9 pm, Rm. 105 

Parable Puppet Reh, 7pm, 
Sanctuary 

Cub Scouts, Rm. 102, 7-
8pm 

Election Set-up 

3 Guitar 4-9 pm, Rm. 105 
 
Election Day 
 
Trustees, 7:00pm, Rm. 
102 

4   Cultivating Fruitfulness 
Soup & Study, Fellowship 
Hall, 6:15-7:15pm  
 
Choir Reh, 7:30 pm, 
Fellowship Hall 

5 Guitar 4-9 pm, Rm. 
105 
 

6 Guitar 4-9 pm, 
Rm. 105 
 

7  Direct Sales and  
Craft Festival, F’ship 
Hall, 10am-3pm 

Terry’s Car Club, 
Fellowship Hall, 
6:00pm 

IMPACT, Clermont 
Inn dinner theater,7pm 

8  F’ship 9:30, Worship 10 am, 
Encore! 11 am 

F’ship Hall in use, 3-7pm 
 

9 Guitar 4-9 pm, Rm. 105 
 
Parable Puppet Reh, 7pm, 
Sanctuary 
 
Administrative Board 
mtg., 7pm, Rm. 102 

10 Guitar 4-9 pm, Rm. 105 
 
Gertrude Laing Circle 
Mtg., 7:30 pm, Parlor 
 
 

11  Cultivating Fruitfulness 
Soup & Study, Fellowship 
Hall, 6:15-7:15pm  
 
Choir Meets the Director, 
Randy Manning, 7:15 pm 
 
Choir Reh, 7:30 pm, 
Fellowship Hall 

12 Guitar 4-9 pm, 
Rm. 105 
 
 

13 Guitar 4-9 pm, 
Rm. 105 
 

14 

15  F’ship 9:30, Worship 10 am, 
Encore! 11 am 

 
Congregation “Meet the 
Director” & Carry-in 
Dinner, following Encore! 
 

16 Guitar 4-9 pm, Rm. 105 

Cub Scouts, R102, 7-8 
Finance Mtg, F’ship Hall, 
7:00pm 
Newsletter Deadline 

17 Guitar 4-9 pm, Rm. 105 
 

18  Cultivating Fruitfulness 
Soup & Study, Fellowship 
Hall, 6:15-7:15pm  
 
Choir Reh, 7:30 pm, 
Fellowship Hall 

19 Guitar 4-9 pm, 
Rm. 105 
 
Ladies Night 
Out, 6pm, Great 
Scot 
 
 

20 Guitar 4-9 pm, 
Rm. 105 
 

21 
 
Church Conference at 
Salem UMC, 10:00am 

22  F’ship 9:30, Worship 10 am, 
Encore! 11 am, Thanksgiving 
Sunday, Stewardship Sunday 

4th Sunday Offering 

Blood Pressure Sunday 
Hanging of the Greens 

23 Guitar 4-9 pm, Rm. 105 
 
Parable Puppet Reh, 7pm, 
Sanctuary 

24 Guitar 4-9 pm, Rm. 105 
 

25 
 
Choir Reh, 7:30 pm, 
Fellowship Hall 

26 
THANKSGIV-
ING DAY 

27  
 
 

28 

29  F’ship 9:30, Worship 10 am, 
Encore! 11 am 

First Sunday in Advent 

30 Guitar 4-9 pm, Rm. 105 
 
Parable Puppet Reh, 7pm, 
Sanctuary 
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