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PRAYER: Does It Make Any Difference? 

This is the title of Philip Yancey’s book on prayer, and 
starting May 2nd Pastor Kurt will share a series of messages 
entitled, “Becoming a Praying People” referencing the 
content in Yancey’s book in his sermons. 
 
The series will address the mysteries, dilemmas and the 
language of prayer and tackle some of the nagging questions 
around the practice. 
 
Does God hear my prayers?  Should I keep praying even 
though I have no confidence that I’m doing it right?  Why 
should God care about me?  Why do so many of my prayers 
go unanswered?  Does prayer change God or change me?  
How can I make prayer more satisfying? 
 
C.S. Lewis wrote, “When you boil prayer down it is learning 
who I am and who God is.”  This insight seems simple to 
grasp, but much more difficult to live out on a daily basis. 
 

“Becoming a Praying People” Sermon Series 

 
May 2 Fifth Sunday after Easter Teachers Day 
 Psalm 46:1-11 Nurses Day 
 “Becoming a Praying People- Holy 
 Keeping Company with God” Communion 
 

May 9 Sixth Sunday after Easter Mother’s 
 John 17:13-23 Day 
 “Becoming a Praying People- 
 Unraveling the Mysteries” 
 

May 16 Seventh Sunday after Easter Armed  
 Matthew 18:19-20 Forces Day 
 “Becoming a Praying People- 
 The Language of Prayer” 
 

May 23 Pentecost Sunday Pentecost 
 Mark 9:14-24 
 “Becoming a Praying People-Prayer Dilemmas” 
 

May 30 First Sunday after Pentecost Memorial Day 
 Matthew 5:43-45 
 “Becoming a Praying People- 
 The Practice of Prayer” 
 

June 6 Second Sunday after Pentecost Holy  
 Luke 11:1-10 Communion 
 “Becoming a Praying People-Our Daily Bread” 

We care...We share...We love people where they are! 

Cherry Grove United Methodist Church 

From the Staff-Parish Relations Committee 

On April 6th the Staff-Parish Relations Committee 
(SPRC) met with Rev. Randy Stearns, Superintendant of 
the Ohio River Valley District, to discuss the replacement 
of Pastor Kurt who will be moving on to a new church in 
Chillicothe at the end of June.  In a frank and open 
discussion we deliberated with Rev. Stearns on the 
characteristics we were looking for in the pastor to follow 
Rev. King.  We were guided in a conversation about both 
the wants and needs of Cherry Grove in the years to come 
along with our hopes and dreams for the near and distant 
future of our congregation.  All members of the SPRC 
present took an active part in the dialogue and Rev. 
Stearns was apprised of our membership, programmatic 
and financial situations to assist him in his selection 
process.  We were assured that the Bishop and the 
Cabinet would prayerfully consider the best possible 
shepherd to lead us. 
 
In other business at this meeting the SPRC voted to 
“officially” add Ed Bridgeman to the Cherry Grove staff 
as the Lay Assistant Pastor.  As you know, in February Ed 
completed the Conference Certified Lay Minister 
Program and was consecrated during the service on April 
11th.  The SPRC has followed and supported Ed through 
this two-year process and we pray that you will welcome 
him in his continued service to Christ, the Church and 
Cherry Grove United Methodist Church. 
 
On April 20th, District Superintendent Rev. Randy 
Stearns introduced to the Staff Parrish Relations 
Committee the person who will assume the pastorate of 
Cherry Grove effective July 1, 2010, preaching for the 
first time on June 27, 2010.  It is now my privilege to 
introduce to you Pastor Ed Groff and his wife Mary who 
will be coming to us from the Perrysburg First UMC.  I 
will be giving you more details about Pastor Ed and Mary 
as the time of their arrival approaches 
 
And, we should all remember in our prayers those who 
will be affected by this move.  Kurt and Annie need to be 
remembered, as well as the congregation they go to serve.  
Ed and Mary are leaving a church family to whom they 
have grown attached and that congregation has developed 

 continued on page 5 
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Cherry Grove United Methodist Church  
Statements of Direction 

adopted by Administrative Council, October 2005 
 

Our Focus (the source) 
Glory to Jesus Christ—- 2 Corinthians 5:14-15 

 

Our Purpose (the reason) 
Carry the Message of God’s Love— - 2 Corinthians 4:5-7 

 

Our Mission (the energy) 
Reaching People and Making Disciples—- Matthew 28:18-20 

 

Our Vision (the movement) 
The Cherry Grove United Methodist Church will be known as a 
family of faith that values believers and seekers of all ages and 
in all stages of Christian growth. We will help people build, 
strengthen, and share their personal relationship with Jesus 
Christ through energizing worship and music, missions, 
ministry and educational opportunities, fellowship, and 

community involvement. 
 

Slogan drawn from Vision Statement 
“Building, Strengthening, Sharing” 

 
May these God-inspired statements be a source of inspiration and direction  

and provide clear decision-making criteria for Cherry Grove Church. 

Worship Team 
If you are unable to serve as listed, please secure a substitute and notify the office (474-1428) 

Date Liturgist Ushers (*Head Usher) Greeters Children’s Church 

5/2 Debbie Desgrange 

* Donna Scharp, 
Betty Finzer, 
Sue Merritt, 

Debbie Desgrange 

Burl Hughes Lori Malpass & Emmy King 

5/9 
Jack Wallin 

Marilyn Justice Janet Carter & Becky Nagy 

5/16 Edith Chatfield Janet Powell & Betty Finzer 

5/23 Bill & Glenna Cluxton Debbie Desgrange & Donna Honebrink  

5/30 Ray & Susie Porter Pam Bridgeman & Michele Estep 

Eileen Simpson  

Pastor Kurt, 

Thank you for your ongoing spiritual 

council and for your services at Mike's 

funeral.  You have helped us feel the love 

of God through the questions and 

confusion.   

 

Ruth, Lou, Paula and Others, 

Thank you for the delicious meal following Mike's 

funeral.  We had family and friends from New York to 

Texas who were overwhelmed by your thoughtfulness. 

 

Dear Friends, 

Thank you for your prayers, cards and words of 

encouragement.  We are comforted knowing that you care 

so much.  We are truly blessed! 

Julie and Adam Rojas 

 

Thank you to everyone who came to the pancake 
breakfast on April 25th. It was a HUGE success! We 
made over $250 thanks to you! We also want to thank you 
for allowing us to use your facility. We couldn't have 
done it without your help!  Thanks again from Amy 
Clausen and the entire Team Hogwarts Relay for Life 
team! 

The church extends its sympathy 
to Julie & Adam Rojas on the 
death of Mike Rojas on March 
24, 2010.  Please remember 

Julie and Adam in prayer during this time. 
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Important Capital Campaign Notification 

Our three-year Capital Campaign ended December 31, 2009 and therefore concluded the covenant relationship with the West 
Ohio Conference and RSI.  The church is no longer obligated to pay the 10% unless a member specifically designates the 
funds toward the Capital Campaign.  
 
Examples: 

1. A person who gives $1000 for the church’s capital needs, $1000 will be used for the church.  They should direct their 

funds to the “General Budget” and can earmark their donation for a specific capital need (i.e. debt retirement). 

2. A person who gives $1000 earmarked Capital Campaign, $900 will be used for the church and $100 will go to the West 
Ohio Conference. 

 

Therefore, individuals wanting to fulfill their capital campaign pledge in 2010 and those who desire to continue 

supporting the church’s capital needs should earmark their donation as suggested in example #1.   
 
We hope this information will help in your stewardship decisions in behalf of the church and God’s kingdom.   
 
Please refer also to the first quarter summary of income and expenses at Cherry Grove Church on page 4. 

Fresh air, sunshine, fun, and 

fellowship…it’s a PARTY, it’s a 

PICNIC, it’s an important 

outside work day at the church 

and everyone is invited!  Jobs for 
both young and old need 
completed—there will be something for everyone to 
do.  Let’s join together to offer a time of service to beautify 
the church yard.  A simple lunch will be provided.  Many 
hands make the work load lighter. If you have not had a 
chance to offer some time of service to the church, this is 
your chance and to do so on a fun day with other members of 
the church family. Bring rakes, gloves, shovels, and other 
outside tools.  Be ready to have a great time together. 
Reserve May 15th, 8:00 am-3:00 pm to join the fun. If your 
calendar won’t let you stay all day join us for any part of the 
day.  If the weather doesn’t cooperate come ready to work 
inside.  Questions: Marilyn Estep (474-0362). 

Volunteers needed to Mow/Trim Church Lawn 
The Trustees are looking for people to mow/trim the church 
property.  If you are interested, please put your name and 
contact information on the sign-up sheet in the narthex or 
contact Steve Kazee (891–3842). 

Please Join the IMPACT Group for a Cruise!! 
 

On Saturday, *June 5th, we will be 
taking a Harbor Cruise on a B & B 
Riverboat.  We will board the ship at 
2:30 pm and cruise from 3:00–4:30 
pm.  The cruise costs approximately 
$15 plus tax and also has drinks and 

snacks available for purchase.  Following the cruise, we will 
have dinner at Don Pablo’s on Riverboat Row.  If interested, 
please RSVP to Anne or Ed Kuhn by May 5th (248–9146 or 
kuhna@fuse.net).  Hope to hear from you.  *Note that this is 
a change of date from previous announcement. 

Once again, contributions made by you during the 
Lenten/Easter season were generous.  Cherry Grove 
UMC raised $939 for Elberon UMC’s Breakfast & Bibles 
program, and $610 for Outreach in our community. 
 

Carry the Cross  
   UMYF Pledges for Breakfast & Bibles $360 
 

Lenten/Easter Offering 
  Breakfast & Bibles +$579 =  $939 
  Outreach $610 
 ===== 

Grand Total this Easter season $1,549 

Pastor Kurt prays with 
area youth as CG’s UMYF 
begins their six hours of 

Carrying the Cross  

Nursery and Kitchen Shower at the May Circle Meeting 

Tuesday, May 11,  7:30 p.m. in Fellowship Hall.  

Please bring one item that may be used in the Nursery or the 
Kitchen, e.g., box of tissues, baby wipes, hand sanitizer, roll 
of foil, bottle of dish detergent, bottle of glass cleaner, 
etc.  Please see the table in the Narthex for a more 
comprehensive list of items to select from, or you may give 
cash for items to be purchased as needed.  Come and have a 
time of fellowship and fun!  Call Debbie Desgrange with 
questions (265-1029). 
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This recipe was 
shared with 
Marilyn Estep 
many years ago 
from Miriam Van 
Scyoc.  Marilyn has used it 
countless times for youth 
activities and church breakfasts.  
Most recently, it was served at 
the Easter Sunrise Service. 

Egg & Cheese Pie From the Kitchen of Miriam Van Scyoc  

 as shared with Marilyn Estep many years ago 
 

 8 eggs 16 oz. mozzarella cheese, shredded 
 8 T.  flour 4 T. margarine (*see below) 
 2 c. milk 1 lb. sausage, diced ham or bacon 
 
Cook and drain sausage or bacon. 
 
Beat eggs, gradually add flour.  Continue beating and gradually ad 
milk, meat and cheese. 
 
Pour into a greased pan.  Bake at 350 degrees for 30 minutes.   
Serves 12-16 
 
* If using bacon or sausage, margarine is not necessary. 

Gift of Praise Schedule 
 
Calling all Musicians, Singers, 

Puppeteers, Play-Actors and 

Clowns…. 

 
Your talent can provide a Gift of 
Praise to enhance the worship services at CG now 
through the end of summer. Available dates are posted on 

the narthex table.   

A request forms needs to be submitted to the office or 

given to Worship co-chairs Dan or Becky Nagy.   

PLEASE DO NOT SIGN YOUR NAME TO THE 
SCHEDULE as it is only to show which dates are 
available. Forms are available in the narthex or at http://

www.cherrygrove-umc.com/specialmusic.pdf.   

Once your request is approved, you will be notified.  

Reserve your date now! 

Secret Prayer Sisters 

It is time to reveal your identity to your 
2009-2010 prayer sister, if you have not 
already done so. New prayer sisters will 
be selected in September. 

Summary of 1st Quarter Income & Expense 
 

 Income Expense 
January $13,960 $10,765 
February 10,376 15,479 
March 11,337 11,358 
Total $35,673 $37,602 

 
Weekly Averages: 
   Income needed to meet budgeted needs: ..... $3,094 
   Actual Income .............................................. $2,715 
   Attendance 2009................................................ 107 
   Attendance 2010.................................................. 90 
 
Also see “Important Capital Campaign Notification” on page 3. 

Committee Meetings 
Finance—Monday, 5/17, 7pm 
Administrative Board—Tuesday, 5/25, 7pm, Rm. 102 
 
Other Happenings! 
Parable Puppets— Mondays, 7pm, Sanctuary  
Choir Rehearsal—Wednesdays, 7:30pm, Fellowship Hall 
IHN Dinner—Thursday, 5/13 
 
Rooms in use  
Piano Recital—Sunday, 5/16, 3pm, Sanctuary 
Elections—Evening of 5/3; all day on 5/4, Fellowship Hall 
Homework Lab—Tuesdays & Thursdays, 3:45-5pm, F’ship Hall 
CG Counseling—Thursdays, 3-9pm, Rooms 201-204 
 
See also the monthly calendar on back cover  

Get your tickets now!  
Mother-Children Event  

THIS SATURDAY, MAY 1  

Fellowship Hall—7:00 p.m. 

Tickets $2.00 adults; $1.00 children  
12 and under 

You may pay at the door,  
but advance notice will help us plan.  

Featuring Teresa Greer, Ventriloquist,  
Family Photos and a Sundae Bar! 
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a loving relationship with them and their family.  All of 
us must face these months ahead with love, patience, 
grace and courage, recognizing the adjustments we need 
to make in our lives and ministries. 
 
And, finally, we have to trust that these things are of God 
and in His Infinite Wisdom, He will guide and nurture our 
ways. 
 
Joe Mason, Chair 
Staff Parish Relations Committee 

(Continued from page 1) Staff-Parish Relations Committee 
 

Women’s Sunday—April 18th 

Clockwise beginning upper left: 
Usher Janet Powell & Pastor Kurt 

Debbie Desgrange, UMW President, leads music 
Usher Valerie DeSoyza with Vicki Thatcher 
Women’s Chorus directed by Randy Manning 

Usher Barb Hall 
Guest Speaker Steve Putka with Cindi 

A very meaningful Easter Sunrise Service was held around 
the fountain adorned with beautiful icons 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 

 
 
Mother/Child Event, 
Fellowship Hall, 7pm 

2  F’ship 9:30, Worship 10 

am, Encore! 11 am 

Communion 

Baby Bottle Project 
begins 

3 Guitar 4-9 pm, Rm. 105 

Parable Puppet Reh, 
7pm, Sanctuary 

Election Setup 

4    Homework Lab 3:45-
5pm, Rm. 102 

Elections – F’ship Hall 

Boy Scout flower pick 
up, upper lot, 12-3 

5 

Choir Reh, 7:30 pm, 
Fellowship Hall 

 

6 Guitar 4-9 pm, Rm. 105 

Homework Lab 3:45-5pm 

CG Counseling, 3-9pm, 
Rms. 201-204 

7 Guitar 4-9 pm, Rm. 105 

 

8 

9  F’ship 9:30, Worship 10 

am, Encore! 11 am 

Mother’s Day 

10 Guitar 4-9 pm, Rm. 105 

Parable Puppet Reh, 
7pm, Sanctuary 

 

11  

Homework Lab 3:45-5pm 

Gertrude Laing Circle 
Mtg., 7:30 pm 
 

12 

Choir Reh, 7:30 pm, 
Fellowship Hall 

 

13 Guitar 4-9 pm, Rm. 105 

Homework Lab 3:45-5pm 

CG Counseling, 3-9pm, 
Rms. 201-204 

IHN Dinner 

14 Guitar 4-9 pm, Rm. 105 

 

15 

All-church Workday 
8am-3pm 

Youth Band Concert, 
7-11 pm, F’ship Hall 

16  F’ship 9:30, Worship 10 

am, Encore! 11 am 

 

Piano Recital,  3pm 
Sanctuary 

17 Guitar 4-9 pm, Rm. 105 

Parable Puppet Reh, 
7pm, Sanctuary 

Finance Mtg, 7pm 

18  

Homework Lab 3:45-5pm 

 

19 

Choir Reh, 7:30 pm, 
Fellowship Hall 

 

20 Guitar 4-9 pm, Rm. 105 

Homework Lab 3:45-5pm 

CG Counseling, 3-9pm, 
Rms. 201-204 

21 Guitar 4-9 pm, Rm. 105 

 

22 

23  F’ship 9:30, Worship 10 

am, Encore! 11 am 
Fourth Sunday Offering 

24 Guitar 4-9 pm, Rm. 105 

Parable Puppet Reh, 
7pm, Sanctuary 

 

25  

Homework Lab 3:45-5pm 

Administrative Board 
Mtg, 7pm, Rm 102 

26 

Choir Reh, 7:30 pm, 
Fellowship Hall 

 

27 Guitar 4-9 pm, Rm. 105 

Homework Lab 3:45-5pm 

CG Counseling, 3-9pm, 
Rms. 201-204 

28 Guitar 4-9 pm, Rm. 105 

 

29 

30  F’ship 9:30, Worship 10 

am, Encore! 11 am 

 

31  MEMORIAL DAY      
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