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THE CHERRY TREETHE CHERRY TREETHE CHERRY TREETHE CHERRY TREE    

“Blessed is the one...like a tree planted by streams of water, which yields its fruit in season and whose leaf does not wither. Whatever he 
does prospers.” Psalm 1:3 

Great Baby Jesus Giveaway Project reaches 
out to children in Anderson Township 

Over the years various unknown persons have taken the 

Baby Jesus from the nativity scene display in front of 

Cherry Grove United Methodist Church. A new baby had 

to be purchased each time to replace the stolen one.  

Initially people were upset because of this unwelcome 

behavior.  Why would anyone want to steal the Baby 

Jesus doll out of the manger? After contemplation, one 

of CGUMC’s after-worship discussion groups (Encore!) 

decided to turn a negative into a positive. Why not give 

away a free Baby Jesus?  So, Pastor Kurt’s Encore! group 

chose December 20th, an afternoon during the Advent 

season, for the congregation to participate in this 

outreach event.  The goal was simple: Share the love of 

God by having Santa Claus give away Baby Jesus dolls to 

the children who stopped by the manger scene that day. 

 

Several pieces came together to create this event.  Two 

people offered their gift of music by playing instrumental 

Christmas music.  One person helped create and publish 

Christmas cards to 

give to the adults 

and children 

reminding them 

about the church's 

Christmas Eve 

Service.  Another 

person gave two 

large boxes of 

candy canes to 

share with 

everyone passing 

by.  Still another 

person made 100 

cloth mangers for 

the Baby Jesus 

dolls.  One 

individual donated money to purchase 100 dolls. And 

finally, one person played the part of Santa, who asked  
 

Baby Jesus Giveaway continued on page 4 

Over fifty cars were 

entered into the Pinewood 

Derby for Cub Scout Pack 

476 held at Cherry Grove 

United Methodist Church 

on Saturday, January 23rd. 

Scout leaders organized 

the races by scout ages and 

open class. Each scout 

could enter one car in 

their division and one in 

the open class. For the 

industrious parents, 

leaders also put together 

an adult division so 

parents could enter their 

own creative and finely-tuned machines. Over 130 

scouts, siblings, parents and grandparents attended on 

the big race day.  

 

Teaming up with the scouts for the derby was Cherry 

Grove UMC's IMPACT group (IMagine the Power of 

Acting with Christ Today). IMPACT, a group of young 

adults, looks 

for ways to 

reach out to 

the 

community to 

make a 

difference in 

people’s lives 

by sharing 

God’s love in 

tangible 

ways. They 

meet on a regular basis with a mixture of social and 

community-minded events.  
 

See Winners continued on page 4 

Everyone wins as Cub Scout Pack 476 and 
Cherry Grove Church's IMPACT group team 
up for Pinewood Derby 

Calvin King listens to the story of Jesus' 
birth from Santa as Pastor Kurt King of 
Cherry Grove United Methodist Church in 
Anderson Township looks on. George 
Simpson and others played carols during 
the event. On December 20th, sixty area 
children received a Baby Jesus doll in a 
handmade manger from Santa. 

Cub Scout Pack 476 and their 
families cheer on Pinewood Derby 
entrants at Cherry Grove United 
Methodist Church in Anderson on 
January 23rd. CGUMC's IMPACT 
group showed support to all those 
involved in the event, serving free 
refreshments and donating funds 
toward trophies. 

Congratulations to Calvin King (center), 2nd 
place winner in the recent Pinewood Derby held 
in Fellowship Hall 
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Cherry Grove United Methodist Church  
Statements of Direction 

adopted by Administrative Council, October 2005 
 

Our Focus (the source) 
Glory to Jesus Christ—- 2 Corinthians 5:14-15 

 

Our Purpose (the reason) 
Carry the Message of God’s Love— - 2 Corinthians 4:5-7 

 

Our Mission (the energy) 
Reaching People and Making Disciples—- Matthew 28:18-20 

 

Our Vision (the movement) 
The Cherry Grove United Methodist Church will be known as a 
family of faith that values believers and seekers of all ages and 

in all stages of Christian growth. We will help people build, 
strengthen, and share their personal relationship with Jesus 

Christ through energizing worship and music, missions, 
ministry and educational opportunities, fellowship, and 

community involvement. 
 

Slogan drawn from Vision Statement 
“Building, Strengthening, Sharing” 

 
May these God-inspired statements be a source of inspiration and direction  

and provide clear decision-making criteria for Cherry Grove Church. 

Worship Team 
If you are unable to serve as listed, please secure a substitute and notify the office (474-1428) 

Date Liturgist Ushers (*Head Usher) Greeters Children’s Church 

2/7 Cindi Dietrich Bill & Glenna Cluxton Janet Carter & Becky Nagy 

2/14 Betty Finzer Donna & Leo Honebrink Janet Powell & Betty Finzer 

2/21 

Paul Kocsis 

Pete & Betty Finzer Debbie Desgrange & Donna Honebrink 

2/28 Joyce Vaught Pam Bridgeman & Michele Estep 

*Janet Powell, Glenna Cluxton, 

Phyllis Raker, Becky Nagy 

Randy Manning ........................randymanning@zoomtown.com 
Dan Nagy .....................................................dannagy@fuse.net 
 
Please call the church office (474-1428) or send directory additions/
changes to cgumc.secretary@fuse.net. 

UpdateUpdateUpdateUpdate     

I would like to thank Rev. King for 

visiting me at the hospital and all who 

were praying for me.  Thanks also for 

the cards; they were so uplifting to me. 

 Thanks again, 

 Jim Gumbert 

 

Dear Friends, 

Thank you so much for your prayers for Homer and 

me.  Hospice is now coming to our home which is a big 

help. I am improving from my fall; my memory has 

returned, except for a 4-hour period.  Thanks to Kurt for 

coming to the hospital and praying with my family. Also we 

appreciate the “angels” from Cherry Grove who came to 

carol the week before Christmas.  Knowing how busy 

everyone is, it was so kind of them.  They exhibited to us the 

love of Christ. I miss being at church and hope to return 

soon. 

                                    Margie Taylor 

THANK YOU!  THANK YOU!  On behalf of the Mission 

Committee, a huge THANK YOU  to the 52 people who 

cooked, served and contributed money to support the Nast 

Trinity project and those who prayed to support it. It was a 

very successful and rewarding day. 

   Russ Gilmore 

Boy Scout Sunday at Cherry Grove 

Church on February 7th at 10:00 a.m.  Scout 

Sunday is open to all area boy scouts who 

wish to attend. Typically, scouts wear their 

uniforms to this worship service designated 

in their honor. 
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24 Hours That Changed the World:  A Lenten Series 
February 17th through April 4th

 

I wanted to let you know 

about an upcoming emphasis 

for our church.  I believe this 

could be the change that we, 

as a congregation, desire as 

we seek to love people where 

they are and love one another 

as Jesus loved us.  We are 

planning to offer a Lenten 

devotional entitled “24 

Hours That Changed the 

World,” based on the 

writings of Adam Hamilton, 

beginning Ash Wednesday, 

February 17th. 

 

The aim of this study is to help us better understand the 

events that occurred during the last 24 hours of Jesus’ life, 

see more clearly the theological significance of Christ’s 

suffering and death, and reflect upon the meaning of these 

events for our own lives.  To do this, we will look at the 

geographical and historical setting of the events of that 

fateful day; reflect theologically on Jesus’ death, and 

ultimately, look to see ourselves in the story, considering 

how we are like Pilate or Peter, Judas or John. 

 

Additionally, three other local churches will study the 

same Lenten devotional: Clough, Mt. Moriah and 

Summerside.  Cherry 

Grove people will journey 

alongside the people of 

these three congregations 

to create a powerful 

dynamic of sharing.  

During this time we will 

see ourselves as 

“Churches4Change: A 4-Church Lenten Journey” 

 

The study consists of the following resources: 

24 Hours That Changed the World, a book 

by Adam Hamilton; and 

24 Hours That Changed the World: 40 Days 

of Reflection, a book of reflections 

 

As part of this Lenten study, our church will be offering a 

seven-week study for our Encore! groups, Sunday School 

classes, and our Wednesday Night Soup & Study in 

Fellowship Hall.   

 

Schedule for Wednesday Night Soup & Study  
February 17—Ash Wednesday 

 6:15 pm    Soup supper in Fellowship Hall 

 7:00 pm    Ash Wednesday Service in Sanctuary 

 

February 24-March24 (five Wednesdays) 

 6:15-7:15 pm    Soup & Study in Fellowship Hall  

 

Sermon messages for Lent through Easter will include: 

The Last Supper 

The Garden of Gethsemane 

Condemned by the Righteous 

Jesus, Barabbas, and Pilate 

The Torture and Humiliation of the King 

The Crucifixion 

Christ the Victor 

 

I hope you will be able to actively participate in this 

Lenten series and take advantage of the study of the 24 

hours that changed the world. 

 

God bless, 

Pastor Kurt 

Coins and Cans Love Offering 

Sunday, February 14th, 2010 

 

Please support the Treehouse in our Coins & Cans Love Offering 

by bringing in coins and canned goods on Valentine's Day.  The 

money from the coins will go towards the church's Loaves and 

Fish project and the canned goods will be donated to a local 

food pantry.  Thank you for helping us share God's love with others! 
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(continued from page 1) Baby Jesus Giveaway 

 

each child what they wanted for Christmas and told them 

the story of Jesus’ birth and that God loves them. 

 

On the day of the event, 60 “Baby Jesus” dolls were given 

out to area children, and many passers-by honked and 

waved to Santa as they drove down Eight Mile Road.  The 

participants from Cherry Grove UMC experienced an 

atmosphere of celebration and joy as they shared God’s 

love with the people. 

 

CGUMC plans to make this an annual event, sharing with 

the community about God's love and Jesus’ birth.  

Encore! group members who organized the event include 

Russ Gilmore, Becky Becker, Lou Stuntz, Charlie Hicks, 

George Simpson, Mike Estep and Kurt King. 

Plan now to attend the next meeting of 

United Methodist Women on Tuesday, 

February 9th at 7:30 p.m. in the Church 

Parlor. Our special guest that evening, Gerry 

Googins, will present “Mary, the Mother of Jesus,” a 

program all ages are sure to enjoy. Everyone is welcome 

- you do not have to be a member of the church to attend. 

Come and bring a friend. Devotions will be led by Debbie 

Desgrange and hostesses are Glenna Cluxton and Eileen 

Simpson. Questions? Call Debbie Desgrange, 528-1794. 

United Methodist Women 

LADIES NIGHT OUT! Fun, fellowship and 
good food for all women is held at various local 

restaurants.  Reserve your place by signing up 

in the narthex, or email bjfinzer@aol.com by 

the preceding Sunday. 

This Month: El Coyote 

 February 18th 
 

Next LNO will be April 15th 

(Continued from page 1) Winners 

 

IMPACT provided free food for everyone on derby day to 

show their love and support for the children and adults. 

They also donated funds to 

offset some of the trophy costs. 

On race day, each person 

received a ticket redeemable for 

a drink, a granola bar and a bag 

of chips, along with an invitation 

to Boy Scout Sunday at Cherry 

Grove Church on February 7th at 10:00 a.m. Scout 

Sunday is open to all area boy scouts who wish to attend. 

Typically, scouts wear their uniforms to this worship 

service designated in their honor. 

 

For more information about IMPACT or Boy Scout 

Sunday, call the church office (513-474-1428).  

All car entries are registered and weighed in by scout leaders 

IMPACT  Event 

On Saturday, March 6th, the 

IMPACT group will visit Krohn 

Conservatory followed by dinner 

at Buca Di Beppo's.  We will 

meet at the church at 3:00 pm 

and arrive at the Conservatory at 

approximately 3:30.  We have dinner reservations at 5:00 

pm.  Please join us for both or either activity. 

You’re invited to provide a Gift of Praise! 
 
Singers, musicians and puppeteers alike are encouraged 

to add their gifts to our time of worship.   
 

If you can provide the Gift of Praise during Sunday 

worship on days when the chancel 
choir is not scheduled to sing, 

please submit a completed special 
music form to the office.  The 

chancel choir typically will sing 

every other week. 
 

So get an ensemble together, prepare a skit with (or 
without!) puppets, brush up your special song or 

whatever you would like to offer in praise to God during 
our time of worship. 

 

Forms are available on the narthex table or at 
www.cherrygrove-umc.com/specialmusic.pdf.  Questions, 

please contact a Worship co-chair—Paul Fritinger, Becky 
or Dan Nagy. 
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Committee Meetings 
Missions—Tuesday, 2/2, 7pm 
Finance—Monday, 2/15, 7pm 
 
Other Happenings! 
Parable Puppets— Mondays, 7pm, Sanctuary  
Choir Rehearsal—Wednesdays, 7:30pm, Fellowship Hall 
 
Rooms in use  
Cub Scouts—Monday, 2/22, Rm. 102, 7-8pm 
 
See also the monthly calendar on back cover  

5 Cherry Grove UMC 

Leaders—You Have a Church Mailbox 

If you are in a leadership position you have a mailbox 

folder in the lower level hall by the church office.  Please 

check your mailbox often as important items that pertain 

to your area will be placed there.  If you have questions, 

please contact Glenna in the church office, 474-1428. 

TRUSTEE WORK AREAS 

 

2010 Trustees’ Work Area Responsibilities and Duties 

 

Steve Kazee – Mowing and Grounds 

Jim Gumbert – Plumbing and Water Issues 

Tony Carter – Heating and Cooling 

Steve Stuntz – Lighting 

Clark Van Scyoc – Cleaning 

Ed Kuhn – Landscaping and Exterior 

Mike Brown – Interior and Storage 

 

Sunday Morning  

Church Lock Up and Lights Off Schedule  

 

January Ed Kuhn 

February Steve Kazee 

March Clark Van Scyoc 

April Jim Gumbert 

May Mike Brown 

June Kurt King 

July Mike Estep 

August Janet Powell 

September Marge Roberts 

October    Tony Carter 

November Steve Stuntz 

December Terry Cooper 

Encore! Encore! Encore! Encore! Kids Movie DayKids Movie DayKids Movie DayKids Movie Day    

February 21st, 11:00—2:00 

 
The kids will go to the Parsonage 

following church.  Lunch will be 

served during intermission.  

Discussion will follow the movie.   

ChurchChurch--wide Movie Night!wide Movie Night!  

  

Saturday, February 27, 7:00 p.m.Saturday, February 27, 7:00 p.m.  

Cherry Grove Church’s Fellowship HallCherry Grove Church’s Fellowship Hall  
sponsored by Fellowship Ministry and IMPACTsponsored by Fellowship Ministry and IMPACT  

  

All are invited!All are invited!  

Bring your friends and familyBring your friends and family  

  Featuring... 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
 1 Guitar 4-9 pm, Rm. 105 

 

Parable Puppet Reh, 7pm, 

Sanctuary 

 

2  

 

Missions Committee 

Mtg., 7pm 

3 

 
Choir Reh, 7:30 pm, 

Fellowship Hall 

4 Guitar 4-9 pm, Rm. 105 

 

Walk Where Jesus Walked 
Bible Study, 11am & 7pm 

5 Guitar 4-9 pm, Rm. 105 

 

6 

7  F’ship 9:30, Worship 10 

am, Encore! 11 am 

Boy Scout Sunday 

8 Guitar 4-9 pm, Rm. 105 

 

Parable Puppet Reh, 7pm, 

Sanctuary 

 

9  

 

Gertrude Laing Circle 

Mtg., 7:30 pm, Parlor 

 

10 

 
Choir Reh, 7:30 pm, 

Fellowship Hall 

11 Guitar 4-9 pm, Rm. 105 

 

Walk Where Jesus Walked 
Bible Study, 11am & 7pm 

12 Guitar 4-9 pm, Rm. 105 

 

Indiana Youth Group 

spending the night at 

CG 

13 

14  F’ship 9:30, Worship 10 

am, Encore! 11 am 

Treehouse Kids Coins & 

Cans Collection 

15 Guitar 4-9 pm, Rm. 105 

 

Parable Puppet Reh, 7pm, 

Sanctuary 

Finance Mtg., 7pm 

Newsletter Deadline 

 

16  

 

17 

Ash Wednesday Soup 

(6:15pm)  & Service 

(7:00pm) 

Choir Reh following in 

Fellowship Hall 

18 Guitar 4-9 pm, Rm. 105 

 

Ladies Night Out, 6 

pm, El Coyote 
 
Walk Where Jesus Walked 

Bible Study, 11am & 7pm 

19 Guitar 4-9 pm, Rm. 105 

 

20 

21  F’ship 9:30, Worship 10 

am, Encore! 11 am 

Communion 

 

Encore! Kids Movie 

Day at Parsonage, 11-

2pm 

22 Guitar 4-9 pm, Rm. 105 

 

Parable Puppet Reh, 7pm, 

Sanctuary 

Cub Scouts, Rm. 102, 7-

8pm 

 

 

23  

 

24 

Lenten Soup & Study:  

24 Hours That Changed 

the World, 6:15 pm 

 
Choir Reh, 7:30 pm, 

Fellowship Hall 

25 Guitar 4-9 pm, Rm. 105 

 

Walk Where Jesus Walked 

Bible Study, 11am & 7pm 

26 Guitar 4-9 pm, Rm. 105 

 

27 

 

Church-wide Movie 

Night featuring “Up” 

7 pm 

28  F’ship 9:30, Worship 10 

am, Encore! 11 am 

4th Sunday Offering 
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